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Reigate & Redhill celebrate     40th Anniversary of the u3a
After the entertainment, our 
anniversary cake was wheeled in on 
a very mundane tea trolley!  So there 
was laughter as the Mayor formally 
cut the cake and then spoke a few 
words, highlighting how much she had 
enjoyed the occasion and how she 
valued her own membership of u3a. 

Then it was our turn to enjoy tea and 
cake and have further opportunity to 
browse the stalls. 

But what about “behind the scenes”? 

On Wednesday 18 May, our u3a put on a special 
event to celebrate its 40th anniversary. 
This showcased the talents of some of our activity groups, whether 
artistic, performing or cerebral.  Whilst not practical to exhibit everything 
we do (for example Social Cycling!), our stalls included Antiques and 
Bygones, Creative Embroidery, Earth Sciences, Local History, Art for 
Pleasure, Patchwork, stories produced by Creative Writing, Art for Pleasure, 
Creative Stitch, Scrabble and Rummikub.  

Our anniversary day was part of a “Come and See” programme 
spearheaded by Reigate & Banstead Borough Council to encourage people living nearby to take part in local 
activities.   We were delighted the event was attended by the Mayor of Reigate & Banstead, Councillor 
Jill Bray, along with representatives from partnership teams from Reigate & Banstead and Surrey County 
Councils. The Mayor said in her Facebook page afterwards “What a fab group the u3a are! People of a certain 
age coming together for mentally, physically and socially stimulating activites!  It’s full name of University of 
the Third Age says it all – learn a new skill or get involved and improve an old one!”

During the afternoon performance, 
we were entertained by humorous 
sketches and poetry; also by singers 
and musicians including ukuleles and 
handbells, when occasionally the 
audience sang along. This caused slight 
consternation to handbell conductor 
David Brown as he had to change his 
tempo to match the speed of those 
singing! But no harm done, and a 
polished performance may be viewed 
on YouTube!

GROUP DISPLAYS

The afternoon was incredibly 
ably managed by our Chair Pat 
Cockett, who fine-tuned the timing, 
preparation of furniture shifting, 
stalls layout, hall set up, sound 
testing, performance programme, 
catering and tidying up.   

The spanner in the works was 
illness, both amongst performers 
and key roles for organising stalls 
and teas. Alongside activities 
performed and exhibited, the 
afternoon showcased our 
members’ teamworking skills in 
pulling together to put on a highly 

successful day, including faces not normally seen serving tea and cakes. The photos on our website say it 
all, showing the enjoyment not only of partipants, but our behind the scenes’ members: the smiles on the 
faces of Joan Young serving cake and our parking guys Ray Baughan and David Phipps say it all!   

Gillian Haimes


